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Minute books, ledgers, office papers, press-cutting books and other records, 1837-
1987, from the Head Office of the Scottish Conservative and Unionist Association
(henceforth SCUA), including records of some allied or affiliated organisations,
particularly the Liberal-Unionists (before union with the Conservatives in 1913) and
the Primrose League. For records of Central Ayrshire CUA see Acc.9079; records of
North Edinburgh CUA are deposited in the Edinburgh City Archives. The principal
historical archive of the Party’s UK central organisation is in the Department of
Western MSS, Bodleian Library, University of Oxford. A collection of printed books
and other printed material relating to election campaigning retained with the archive
are nos.138-62 on this list: for additional records deposited in 1996, see Acc.11368.

Deposited, 1991, by Miss Ann C Hay, OBE, Secretary, SCUA, Leith, Edinburgh, on
behalf of the Association; prior permission must be obtained from the SCUA (67
Northumberland Street, Edinburgh EH3 6JG) for consultation of the collection.

Summary of the principal groups of records in this collection:

1-5 PRIMROSE LEAGUE

6 “WHIPS’ COMMITTEE”

7-16 WESTERN DIVISIONAL COUNCIL: SHEDDEN FILES

17-22  LIBERAL-UNIONIST ASSSOCIATION MINUTE-BOOKS

2326  GLASOW CONSERVATIVE ASSOCIATION

27 ANNUAL REPORTS

28-36  WESTERN DIVISIONAL COUNCIL

37-53  EASTERN DIVISIONAL COUNCIL

54-64  NATIONAL UNION & SCOTTISH UNIONIST ASSOCIATION

65 GLASGOW CONSERVATIVE OPERATIVES’ ASSOCIATION
(1837-43)

66-72  MISCELLANEOUS

73-80  GLASGOW CONSERVATIVE [LATER UNIONIST] ASSOCIATION

81-90  MARYHILL LIBERAL-UNIONIST & UNIONIST ASSOCIATION

91-92  EASTERN DIVISIONAL COUNCIL

93 NIXON BROWNE CUTTINGS
94-95 SCOTTISH UNIONIST ASSOCIATION
96 EASTERN DIVISIONAL COUNCIL

97-100  WESTERN DIVISIONAL COUNCIL & MISCELLANEOUS
101-104 EASTERN DIVISIONAL COUNCIL

105-107 1924 CLUB, EDINBURGH

108-110 FINANCIAL RECORDS

111-120 ST ANDREWS CONSERVATIVE CLUB

121-134 WESTERN DIVISIONAL ELECTION ADDRESSES, 1918-64
135-137 ELECTION & POLITICAL CUTTINGS

143-162 PRINTED MATERIAL

163 EASTERN DIVISION

1-5 Minute books, cash-book and ledger of the Primrose League, Scottish
Branch, 1885-1920.



Grand Council (Scotland), minute book no.1, 1885-1904.
Grand Council (Scotland), minute book no.2, 1904-20.
Habitation no.271 [Edinburgh & district], cash ledger, 1884-95.
Scottish Branch, cash book no.6, 1910-22.

Scottish Branch, ledger, 1885-1917.

SR

Minute book of the “Whip’s Committee”, ie the Joint Committee appointed
to consider Sir George Younger’s scheme of reorganisation in Scotland,
1912-13.

Organisation files, 1921-56, mostly of the Western Divisional Council,
Scottish Unionist Association or of the Glasgow Unionist Association and
of or to Sir Lewis Shedden and John Cranna, secretaries of the Council:

(i) Papers re Junior Imperialist Union, 1921; letter of Sir Robert Horne,
1933; letters re South Ayrshire candidature, 1936.

(ii Papers re Eastern Divisional Pension Fund, 1924-5.

(i)  Unionist Whip’s Fund, 1928-9.

(iv)  ‘Biographies’ file, etc, 1925-47.

(v Scottish Unionist Organising Secretaries Association, 1932-48.

(vi)  Letters (2), of Col P J Blair to Shedden, 1937, relating to the
elevation of Sir Robert Horne to the Lords and the consequent by-
election in Glasgow Hillhead.

(vii)  Papers re Glasgow Springburn-Riddrie building fund, 1937-49.

(viii)  Miscellaneous letters and papers of the Western Council, 1940.

(ix)  Organisation of Glasgow visits/meetings by ministers: Sir John
Simon, 1940, and Sir Archibald Sinclair, 1941.

(x) Ditto, Sir Peter Fraser [premier of New Zealand] visit, 1941.

(xi)  Sir Lewis Shedden’s executry accounts and papers, 1941-2.

(xii)  Papers relating to Lord Woolton’s Fighting Fund, 1947-8.

(xiii)  Scottish Unionist Association Conference, Glasgow, 1951.

(xiv) Briefing notes on MPs, 1954-6: A Beverley Baxter; Patrick G T
Buchan-Hepburn; W S Duthie; Sir David M Eccles; Basil Z de
Ferranti; William Grant’ Mrs P McLaughlin; Sir Reginald
Manningham-Buller; Sir Thomas C R Moore; Gerald Nabarro; Sir
David Robertson; Sir James H Stewart; W M F Vane.

Further files from the Glasgow office(s) of the Scottish Unionist
Association, 1912-51:

(i) Memoranda, etc, relating to a proposed reorganisation of the
National Union, 1911-12, and to a fusion of the Scottish
Conservative and Liberal-Unionist organisations, 1912.

(i) Financial correspondence and papers of Sir Lewis Shedden, 1931-
40, some relating to loans to candidates or officials of affiliated
organisations, particularly to the Glasgow Unionist Teachers’
Association and E H M Galbraith.

(iii)  Staff income tax, etc, 1928-39.

(iv)  Circulars relating to the raising of a special fund for general
elections, 1929, 1931.



9-13.

A file of letters, papers and cuttings concerning the Roman
Catholic vote: anti-socialist statements by Cardinal Bourne and
others, etc, 1929-36.

Glasgow Unionist Association: miscellaneous financial returns and
papers, 1918-40.

GUA: file relating to the Association’s holding of Victory Bonds,
1934-5.

Papers relating to Sir John Simon’s Glasgow meeting, January
1940.

Ministry of Information Information Committee for the Western
District (Scotland): correspondence and papers, 1940-1.
Organisation file for Mr Winston Churchill’'s meeting at the
Playhouse, Glasgow, 18 May 1951.

Another series of files, of the Western Divisional Council 1894-1964,
mostly of or from the period of office of Sir Lewis Shedden, and including
his historical notes and papers on the electoral and local history of
Glasgow.

(i)

(ii)

(vi)
(vii)
(viii)
(ix)
(x)
(xi)
(xii)
(xiii)

(xiv)

A copy of the Annual Report of the Scottish Liberal Association,
1915; with a list of Liberal local secretaries in the West of Scotland,
1915-16.

Personal political and election correspondence of Shedden, 1921-
38, with: Col P J Blair, Political Secretary to the Scottish Unionist
Whips, 1927, 1934, 1936; Dr T Colvin, Glasgow, 1938; Sir Patrick
Ford, 1935; Professor J Graham Kerr [Scottish Universities
constituency], 1933-5; A K McCosh, 1922; Mrs Dorothy Mclnnes
Shaw, 1938; Col Sir Thomas Moore MP [re General Election],
1929; Ronald S Russell, 1932; Thomas Russell, 1921-4.
Correspondence and papers relating to the retirement presentation
to Walter Linn Blench, Organising Agent of the Western Council,
1937.

Correspondence with or concerning the Imperial Policy Group,
1935, 1939.

Ditto, Kelly’s Publicity Service Ltd, Glasgow, 1934-7.

Biographical note on A Bonar Law, n.d.

Information file on David Kirkwood MP, n.d.

Information file on James Maxton MP, ca. 1935-41.

General Election, 1945: correspondence with/instructions to
voluntary workers.

General Election, 1945: Western Division general organisation file.
Lanarkshire Parliamentary elections contests/results, 1885-1955.
Sir Lewis Shedden'’s file relating to Glasgow municipal elections,
1896-1939.

Papers relating to the retirement presentation to John Cranna,
1962.

Memoranda [1912] relating to Conservative/Liberal-Unionist
reorganisation.




10.

11-12

11.

12.

Miscellaneous files mostly of Shedden, and some relating to party
organisation and the electoral history of Glasgow and the West of
Scotland to 1939.

(i) Papers and copies of papers relating to the Joint Executive
Committee of Glasgow Unionist Association, 1894-1939.

(i) Biographical sketches of the first four, and the sixth, Presidents of
Glasgow Unionist Association.

(i)  Notes, etc, on the Lord Provosts of Glasgow.

(iv)  Ditto, Glasgow MPs.

(v) ‘Biographies’ of some Unionist MPs and officials to 1965.

(vi)  Cuttings, 1922-39, of reports concerning various West of Scotland
election contests with electoral histories of the constituencies,
some written by Shedden.

(vii)  Cuttings of a series of articles by Patrick J Dollan in the Glasgow
Evening News on his ’25 Years at George Square’.

(viii) Papers concerning the jubilee presentation to Sir Lewis Shedden,
1938.

(ix)-

(xvi) A series of files containing Shedden’s notes on the electoral history
of some Western Division constituencies outside the city of
Glasgow:

(ix) Dunbartonshire.

(x) East Renfrewshire.

(xi)  Falkirk Burghs.

(xii) Greenock.

(xiii) Rutherglen, file 1.

(xiv) Rutherglen, file 2.

(xv) Rutherglen/Shawfield, historical.
(xvi) Various constituencies.

Shedden electoral history files relating to constituencies/divisions of the city
of Glasgow.

(i) Bridgeton.
(i) Camlachie.

(i)  Cathcart.
(iv)  Central.
(v) Gorbals.
(vi)  Govan.
(vii)  Hillhead.

(viii)  Kelvingrove, file 1.
(ix)  Kelvingrove, file 2.

(i) Maryhill, political history.
(i) Maryhill, historical notes.
(i)  Partick.

(iv) St Rollox, political history.
(V) St Rollox, historical notes.



13.

14-16.

17-22.

23-26.

26.

(vi) St Rollox et al, historical notes.

(vii)  Shettleston, political history.

(viii)  Shettleston, historical notes.

(ix)  Springburn.

(x)  Townhead.

(xi)  Tradeston, political history.

(xii)  Tradeston, notes.

(xiii)

- (iv) Miscellaneous notes on Glasgow constituencies in two indexed
notebooks adapted from scribbling diaries, 1936.

Miscellaneous notes of Shedden on Glasgow history.

Three notebooks of Shedden containing cuttings and other information
notes on candidates and contests in the Glasgow municipal elections,
1920, 1921 and 1922; arranged by city ward number (1 to 37, Shettleston
to Cathcart).

14.  1920.
15. 1921.
16. 1922

Minute books, 1886-1913, of the Liberal-Unionist Association East &
North of Scotland and West of Scotland branches, dating from their
foundation in the aftermath of the Irish Home Rule crises to amalgamation
with the Scottish Conservatives into the Scottish Unionist Association.

17. East & North Branch, 1886-98.
18. East & North Branch, 1898-1912.
19.  West Branch, 1886-94.

20. West Branch, 1894-1900.

21.  West Branch, 1900-10.

22. West Branch, 1910-13.

Annual reports, mostly printed and bound into three volumes, of the
Glasgow Conservative (from 1913, Unionist) Association, 1870-1941. In
1870 the Association was still entitled “The Glasgow Working Men'’s
Conservative Association”.

23.  1870-1900.
24.  1901-18.
25.  1919-28.

A series of unbound annual reports, 1888-1941. Nos.i and part of ii are of
the Glasgow Conservative Association and the remainder are (following
union with the Liberal-Unionists) of the Glasgow Unionists Association.

(i) 1888, 1908-10.
(i) 1914, 1916-17.
(i) 1918-21.



(iv) 1922-5.,

(v)  1926-9.
(vi)  1930-3.
(Vi)  1934-7.
(viii) 1938-41.

(ix)  Duplicates, 1909, 1917-21, 1923-6, 1931, 1933-6, 1938-9.

27. Annual reports 1895, 1912-61, of: the National Union of Conservative
Associations for Scotland (i-ii); the Scottish Unionist Association (jii-vii);
and of the Western Division, SUA (viii-x).

(i)  1895.

(i)  1912.
(i) 1913.
(v) 1924-7.
(v)  1928-31.
(vi)  1932-5,
(vii)  1936-8.

(viii)  Western Division, 1912, 1939-41, 1943-8.
(ix)  Western, 1950-61.
(x) “Original” (duplicated) of the 1940 Western report.

28-36. Minute books, 1913-56, of the Western Divisional Council, Scottish
Unionist Association.

28. 1913-22.
29. 1922-7.
30. 1927-31.
31.  1931-7.
32. 1935-40.
33.  1940-5.
34. 1945-9.
35. 1949-53.
36. 1954-6.

37-39. Minute books, 1888-1912, of the Eastern Organisation Committee of the
Nation Union of Conservative Associations for Scotland.

37. 1888-90.
38.  1890-3.
39. 1893-1912.

40-42. Minute books of the Eastern Divisional Council of NUCAS, 1893-1912.
40. 1893-7.

41.  1897-1901.
42. 1902-12.



43-44.

45-50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55-56.

57-58.

59.

60-62.

Minute books of the Eastern Divisional Council, Scottish Unionist
Association, 1913-51.

43. 1913-34.
44.  1934-51.

Minute books of the committees of Eastern Divisional Council, 1913-56.

45. 1913-24.
46. 1924-30.
47. 1930-4.
48. 1934-8.
49. 1938-46.
50. 1946-56.

Record/minute book, 1924-56, of the Trustees of the Eastern Divisional
Council Pension Fund.

Copies (2) of the Trust Deed of the Pension Fund, 1925.
Letters and papers, 1943, 1953, relating to the Fund.

Notes (typescript) on the discussion at a meeting of the Central Council,
Scottish Unionist Association, at Edinburgh, 27 February 1942, largely
concerned with the policy and organisation of the Party during the war.

Minute books, 1890-1912, of the Registration Committee, National Union
of Conservative Associations for Scotland.

55.  1890-1908.
56. 1909-12.

Minute books, 1889-1912, of the literature Committee, NUCAS.

57.  1889-1908.
58. 1910-12.

(i) Minute books no.2 of the [Edinburgh] Northern District Conservative
Association, 1882-8.

(i) Miscellaneous letters and papers of the Association, 1882-8, found
loose in the volume.

Minute books of the Council, NUCAS, 1882-1904.
60. 1882-7.

61. 1888-93.
62. 1893-1904.



63-64.

65.

66.

67-68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73-75.

76.

77-78.

Minute books, 1913-47, of the Central Council, Scottish Unionist
Association.

63. 1913-30.
64. 1930-47.

The minute book, 1837-43, of the Glasgow Conservative Operatives
Association; presented to Glasgow Conservative Association, 1880, by
James Brown, one of the founders and latterly Secretary of the
Conservative Operatives Association.

Minute book of the Conservative/Liberal Unionist Joint Committee for co-
ordinating activities, 1911-13.

Cash books, income and expenditure, of the Western Divisional Council,
1944-59.

67. 1944-54.
68. 1957-9.

Ledger of the Special Fund, NUCAS and SUA, 1910-34.

(i) A register, n.d., but probably late 19™ cent, of members of various
Conservative associations in Edinburgh, viz: Scottish National
Constitutional Association; Working Men’s Association; Edinburgh
Conservative Committee; Conservative Club; and Stockbridge,
Dalry, Southern and South Western [Local] Associations.

(i) List of members of the [Edinburgh] Working Men’s Association,
n.d., but late 19" cent, found loose in the register described above.

Minute book, 1879-96, of the [Edinburgh] Western District Conservative
Association, and the Western Conservative Club.

A composite volume containing printed papers of the NUCAS, 1885-1912,
including annual reports, papers relating to rule amendments, and finance
reports and statements.

Minute books, 1918-55, of Glasgow Unionist Association.

73. 1918-29.
74. 1929-41.
75. 1941-55.

A volume containing a record of agendas, etc, of the General Committee,
Glasgow Unionist Association, 1929-42.

Cash books, 1881-1900, of Glasgow Conservative Association.

77. 1881-94.
78.  1895-1900.



79.

80.

81.

82-86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

91-92.

91a.

93.

94.

A small notebook containing lists of members of City of Glasgow ward
committees, 1874, and (on inverted pages) registers of subscribers to
various Conservative functions and meetings in the city, 1874-8.

A volume of cuttings, from the Glasgow Herald, on the army recruitment
campaigns, mostly in the West of Scotland.

Minute book, 1898-1900, of the [Glasgow] Maryhill District, Liberal
Unionist Association.

Minute books, 1884-1935, of Maryhill Conservative (late Unionist)
Association.

82. 1884-98.
83.  1898-1906.
84. 1906-15.
85. 1915-26.
86. 1926-35.

Maryhill Unionist Association scrapbook, 1921-38, 1966-74, containing
press cuttings, printed ephemera, election addresses and a few notes.

Letter book of the Secretary, Maryhill Conservative Association, 1889-
1908.

Cash book of Maryhill Unionist Association, 1928-74.

Minutes (in a pro forma Journal for the Use of Midshipmen) of the Finance
Committee of Maryhill Unionist Association, n.d.

Minute books of the Junior Unionist League [Eastern Division], 1930-9.

91. Council, 1930-9.
92. Chairman’s Committee, 1930-9.

Miscellaneous correspondence, 1947, from the office of the Secretary,
Eastern Division, found loose in 91.

(i) A volume of press cuttings, 1948-54, relating to Glasgow Govan
Parliamentary constituency and to J Nixon Browne MP.

(i) A copy of a speech of J Nixon Browne, 1951, on Scottish housing
found loose in the volume.

(i) A scrapbook of the Scottish Unionist Association, 1950-65,
containing record copies of Annual conference printed notices,
programmes, tickets for addresses by party leaders, social
gatherings, etc, issued by the Central Council.

(i) Additional printed papers, 1958-63, found loose in the volume.



95.

96.

97-98.

99.

100.

101.

102.

103.

104.

105-107.

108.

109-110.

Minute book, 1926-39, of the SUA Education Advisory Committee: with a
letter on the children’s evacuations scheme from Sir John Colville,
Secretary of State for Scotland, to James Stuart MP, 15 February 1939.

A file of typescript copies of the minutes, 1937-48, of the Women’s
Committee, Eastern Divisional Council.

Minutes, 1949-65, of the Western Division Organising Secretaries
meetings.

97. 1949-62.
98. 1962-5.

Minutes, correspondence and papers, 1910-36, of the Junior Imperialist
Union [Scotland], arranged as below:

(i) Minutes and other papers of the Central Council & Executive
Committee, 1910-16, 1921-8.
(i) Correspondence of the Secretary, 1935-6.

Account book of the Western Divisional Council Campaign Fund, 1945.
Letter book, 1901-6, containing letters of A Douglas Farmer [Eastern
Division] to Lieut-Colonel Arthur Balfour Haig of Bemersyde, Principal
Conservative Agent.

Eastern Divisional Council Agenda Book, 1945-51.

A composite volume containing copies, printed and typescript, of rules,
annual reports, balance sheets and conference aganda papers of the
National Union of Conservative Associations for Scotland.

Minute book of a special sub-committee of the Eastern Council Executive,
1913, appointed to consider and report on relations between the Joint

Secretaries of the Council.

Caller’s Books of the Scottish 1924 Club, Edinburgh, 1925-35.

105. 1925-8.
106. 1928-31.
107. 1931-5.

Salaries book for temporary organisers, trainees and missioners, 1950-
55.

Cash books of the Hon Treasurer of the Special Fund of the Western
Council, National Union of Conservative Associations for Scotland, 1889-
91, 1906-10.

109. 1889-91.



111-114.

115.

116-119.

120.

121-134.

135-6A

110. 1906-10.
Minute books, 1881-1952, of St Andrews Conservative Club.

111.  1881-1905.

112.  1905-28.
113. 1928-46.
114. 1946-52.

Letter book of the Secretary, St Andrews Conservative Club, 1907-13.
Financial records of the St Andrews Club, 1892-1952.

116. Accounts, 1892-1952, including a series of abstracts of accounts,
1902-52.

117. Cash book, 1921-46.

118. Cash book, 1947-52.

119. Bank book of the Club with Clydesdale Bank, 1948-52.

Miscellaneous letters, papers, press cuttings etc, relating to the St
Andrews Club found loose in the volumes of the series above.

A series of volumes, with indexes, containing the election address of
Unionist and rival candidates at General and by elections in the Western
Division from 1918 to 1964.

121. 1918-20.

122. 1921 [Pollock by-election], 1922.

123. 1923, 1924 [Kelvingrove by-election].

124. 1924, 1925-9 [by-elections].

125. 1929, 1929-31 [by elections].

126. 1931, 1932-5 [by-elections].

127. 1935, 1936-45 [by elections].

129. (i)  Afile of additional copies of General Election addresses,

1945.

(i)  Manifestos & other General Election literature, 1951.

130. 1950 [including by-elections for that yearl].

131. 1951, 1954 [Motherwell by-election].

132. 1955, 1955-8 [by-elections].

132a Miscellaneous election addresses and other literature, some not
Western Division, 1955-9, and previously loose in 132.

133. 1959, 1961-4 [by-elections].

134. 1964.

Press cutting books containing material on the General Election
campaigns, 1955 and 1959.

135. 1955.
135a Additional 1955 cuttings found loose in 135.
136. 1959.



137.

138-140.

141-142.

143-152.

153-161.

136a Additional 1959 cuttings previously loose in 136.
Press cutting book, mostly concerned with Glasgow politics, 1971.

Three volumes of the series, Gleanings and Memoranda, published by the
National Union of Conservative and Unionist Associations, London.

138.  Vol.LXIX (Jan-June 1929).
139. Vol.LXX (July-Dec 1929).

Two volumes from a series of Parliamentary Election Manual(s), printed
by Conservative and Unionist Central Office, London.

141. 1951.
142. 1963.

A series of textbooks and other guides on election law and practice, 1877-
1952, from the offices of SCUA and its predecessor associations, retained
with the archive.

143. A Graham Murray, Digest of Registration Cases (Edinburgh, 1877).

144. J Edward Graham, Manual of the Elections (Scot) (Corrupt & lllegal
Practices) Act, 1890 (Edinburgh, 1891).

145. P J Blair A manual for Parliamentary, County Council and
Municipal Elections (Edinburgh, 1893).

146. J W Whitelaw, Manual of the Qualifications & Registration of Voters
(Edinburgh, 1904).

147. J W Whitelaw, Statutes Relating to the Qualifications &
Registration of Voters (Edinburgh, 1908).

148. P J Blair & D Chapel, A Handbook of Parliamentary Elections
(Edinburgh, 1909).

149. Sir Hugh Fraser, The Law of Parliamentary Elections (London,
1922).

150. G P Warner Terry, The Representation of the People Acts, 1918 to
1928 (London, 1928).

151. Sir Robert Topping, Corrupt and lllegal Practices at Parliamentary
& Local Government Elections, published by Central Office,
London, 1951.

152. W C Costin & J Steven Watson, The Law and Working of the
Constitution (London, 1952).

Copies of volumes, 1950-87, in the series of General Election Campaign
Guide(s) produced by Central Office.

153. 1950.

154. 1951.

155. 1951 [Supplement].
156. 1964 [Supplement only].
157. 1966.

158. 1970.



162.

163.

159. 1974.
160. 1983.
161. 1987.

(i) A printed official paper, ‘Parliamentary Election. Instructions to
Presiding Officers and Clerks’, Edinburgh, n.d. but late 19" cent.

(i) ‘Parliamentary Election. Instructions for Taking the Poll’,
Edinburgh, n.d. but late 19" cent.

(i)  SUA leaflets (2), 1939, relating to voter registration.

Eastern Division correspondence and papers, 1957-8, concerning visit of
Christopher Chataway to Scotland.



