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This is a box list of the papers of William McIlvanney as received by the Library. No attempt has been made currently to review the order of the 
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Accession number Title Content 1 

Acc.14097 Literary papers of William McIlvanney.  

Acc.14097 Box 1 Box containing various literary manuscripts of 
William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 1(1) File, 'Laidlaw Manuscript and Notes', containing 
manuscript notes of William McIlvanney relating to 
his work 'Laidlaw'. 

An assortment of notebooks and loose-leaf. 

Acc.14097 Box 1(2) File, 'Laidlaw Manuscript', containing manuscript of 
'Laidlaw' by William McIlvanney. 

The manuscript is in a sequence of notebooks. 

Acc.14097 Box 1(3) File, 'Laidlaw Typescript', containing annotated loose-
leaf typescripts relating to 'Laidlaw' by William 
McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 1(4) Notebooks containing part of the manuscript of 
'Laidlaw' by William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 1(5) Typescript, 'Laidlaw Film Script'. The film script is based on the novel by William 
McIlvanney. 

Acc.14097 Box 1(6) File, 'A Gift From Nessus Manuscript', containing the 
manuscript of William McIlvanney. 

The manuscript is contained in a series of 
notebooks. 



Acc.14097 Box 1(7) File, 'A Gift From Nessus Film Script' The file contains various loose-leaf typescripts 
and manuscripts. In addition to the film script the 
file would appear to include typescript extracts 
from the novel 'A Gift From Nessus'. 

Acc.14097 Box 1(8) File, 'Remedy is None Manuscript', containing the 
manuscript of William McIlvanney. 

The manuscript is contained in a series of 
notebooks. 

Acc.14097 Box 1(9) File, 'The Longships in Harbour', containing 
photocopies of selected pages from 'The Longships in 
Harbour' by William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 1(10) File, 'The Longships in Harbour - Preface', containing 
a manuscript preface by William McIlvanney to 'The 
Longships in Harbour'. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 1(11) File, 'Docherty notes/manuscript', containing the 
manuscript of 'Docherty' by William McIlvanney. 

The file contains a series of notebooks and also 
loose-leaf typescripts. 

Acc.14097 Box 1(12) File, 'A Ghetto in Time (for Docherty) typescript and 
manuscript', containing the manuscript of 'Docherty'  
by William McIlvanney. 

Notebook and loose-leaf typescripts. 



Acc.14097 Box 1(13) File, 'Docherty  Manuscript', containing part of the 
manuscript of 'Docherty' by William McIlvanney. 

The manuscript is contained in a series of 
notebooks. 

Acc.14097 Box 1(14) File, 'Docherty  Manuscript', containing part of the 
manuscript of 'Docherty' by William McIlvanney 

The manuscript is contained in a series of 
notebooks mostly, but includes loose-leaf 
typescripts. 

Acc.14097 Box 1(15) File, 'Docherty  Manuscript', containing typescripts 
relating to 'Docherty' by William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 1(16) File, 'Docherty  Manuscript', containing part of the 
manuscript of 'Docherty' by William McIlvanney. 

The manuscript is contained in a series of 
notebooks mostly, but includes loose-leaf 
typescripts. 

Acc.14097 Box 2 Box containing various literary manuscripts of 
William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 2(1) File, 'Excerpt: Surviving the Shipwreck', containing 
manuscripts relating to 'Surviving the Shipwreck' by 
William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 2(2) File, 'Surviving the Shipwreck', containing 
manuscripts of William McIlvanney relating to 
'Surviving the Shipwreck'. 

Manuscripts in notebooks and loose-leaf, with 
loose-leaf typescripts. 



Acc.14097 Box 2(3) File, 'The Sacred Wood', containing a loose-leaf 
manuscript of 'The Sacred Wood' by William 
McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 2(4) File, 'The Big Man Manuscript', containing a loose-
leaf manuscript of 'The Big Man' by William 
McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 2(5) File, 'These Words', containing a loose-leaf 
manuscript of 'These Words' by William McIlvanney 

In manuscript and typescript. 

Acc.14097 Box 2(6) File, 'The Papers of Tony Veitch Manuscript', 
containing loose-leaf manuscripts relating to 'The 
Papers of Tony Veitch' by William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 2(7) File, 'The Papers of Tony Veitch Typescript', 
containing loose-leaf annotated typescripts of 'The 
Papers of Tony Veitch' by William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 2(8) File, 'The Papers of Tony Veitch Manuscript', 
containing the manuscript of 'The Papers of Tony 
Veitch' by William McIlvanney. 

The manuscript is contained in a series of 
notebooks mostly, but also includes loose-leaf 
typescripts. 



Acc.14097 Box 2(9) File, 'Strange Loyalties Manuscript', containing an 
annotated photocopy, mostly, of the manuscript of ' 
Strange Loyalties' by William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 2(10) File, 'Strange Loyalties', containing loose-leaf 
manuscript drafts and notes of William McIlvanney 
relating to 'Strange Loyalties'. 

Includes some photocopies of manuscripts. 

Acc.14097 Box 2(11) File, 'Strange Loyalties', containing loose-leaf 
manuscript drafts, notes and typescripts of William 
McIlvanney  relating to 'Strange Loyalties'. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 2(12) File, 'Walking Wounded Manuscript', containing 
loose-leaf manuscript drafts and notes of William 
McIlvanney relating to 'Walking Wounded'. 

Includes some photocopies of manuscripts. 

Acc.14097 Box 2(13) File, 'Walking Wounded Manuscript', containing 
loose-leaf annotated manuscript drafts and notes 
relating to 'Walking Wounded' by William 
McIlvanney. 
 
 
 
 
 

Includes some photocopies of manuscripts. 



Acc.14097 Box 3 Box containing various literary manuscripts of 
William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 3(1) File, 'The Kiln Manuscript', containing loose-leaf 
manuscripts and notes of William McIlvanney 
relating to 'The Kiln'. 

Includes some photocopies of manuscripts. 

Acc.14097 Box 3(2) File, 'The Kiln Typescript', containing a loose-leaf 
typescript of 'The Kiln' by William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 3(3) File, 'The Kiln', containing annotated typescripts, 
some loose-leaf, of 'The Kiln' by William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 3(4) File, 'The Kiln', containing loose-leaf manuscript 
drafts and notes of William McIlvanney relating to 
'The Kiln'. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 3(5) File, 'The Kiln', containing loose-leaf manuscript 
drafts, notes and some typescripts of William 
McIlvanney  relating to 'The Kiln'. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 3(6) File, 'Weekend Typescript', containing a loose-leaf 
typescript of 'Sphinx' by William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 3(7) File, 'Weekend Manuscript', containing loose-leaf 
manuscript drafts, notes and some typescripts of 
William McIlvanney. 

 



Acc.14097 Box 3(8) File, 'Weekend Manuscript', containing a loose-leaf 
manuscript, including some typescript leaves, of 
William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 3(9) File, 'Weekend Manuscript (duplicate)', containing a 
loose-leaf manuscript in typescript, with some 
photocopies of manuscript revisions, of 'Weekend' by 
William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 3(10) File, 'Weekend Manuscript', containing loose-leaf 
manuscript drafts and notes of William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 3(11) File, 'Weekend Manuscript', containing loose-leaf 
manuscript drafts and notes of William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 3(12) File, 'Alphabet Soup (Personal Dispatches)', 
containing two typescripts of 'Alphabet Soup' by 
William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 3(13) File, 'Notes for Personal Dispatches', containing 
loose-leaf manuscript drafts and notes of William 
McIlvanney. 

 



Acc.14097 Box 3(14) File, 'Personal Dispatches', containing manuscript 
drafts and notes, some in typescript, of William 
McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 3(15) File, 'Personal Dispatches', containing a typescript, 
with some manuscript revisions, of 'Personal 
Dispatches' by William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4 Box containing various literary manuscripts of 
William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(1) File, 'Night Out', containing a loose-leaf manuscript 
of William McIlvanney, with a photocopy of the 
same. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(2) File, "Girls' Night", containing a manuscript of 
William McIlvanney. 

Some of the manuscript content is in photocopy, 
other content is in typescript. 

Acc.14097 Box 4(3) File, 'Montrose', containing an annotated typescript 
of the play 'Montrose' by William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(4) File, 'Poems Songs', containing typescripts and 
manuscripts of various poems and songs of William 
McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(5) File, 'Poetry', containing various loose-leaf 
typescripts and manuscripts of poems. 

 



Acc.14097 Box 4(6) File, 'The Prisoner', containing a typescript, 'Draft 1', 
of 'The Prisoner' by William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(7) File, 'Farms from the train play', containing a 
photocopy of the manuscript of 'Farms from the 
train' by William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(8) File, 'Ideas for plays', containing various loose-leaf 
typescripts and manuscripts of William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(9) File, "Do cry for me Argentina/Two's a Crowd (plays) 
Jason/Chic's Night/Sunday in the park", containing 
various manuscripts of William McIlvanney. 

Includes manuscripts, photocopies and 
typescripts. 

Acc.14097 Box 4(10) File, 'Streets unfinished film typescript', containing a 
typescript, with manuscript notes, of William 
McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(11) File, 'Maybon filmscript', containing typescripts and 
manuscripts of William McIlvanney under the 
heading of 'Laidlaw novels'. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(12) File, 'Poetry', containing assorted manuscripts and 
typescripts of William McIlvanney. 

 



Acc.14097 Box 4(13) File, 'Poems', containing assorted manuscripts and 
typescripts of William McIlvanney. 

Includes some carbon copies. 

Acc.14097 Box 4(14) File, 'Poems', containing assorted manuscripts and 
typescripts of William McIlvanney. 

Includes some photocopies of manuscripts. 

Acc.14097 Box 4(15) File, 'Scots Poetry', containing assorted manuscripts, 
some in photocopy, of William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(16) File, 'The Catechism of Clay and other poems', a 
typescript volume of poems of William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(17) Typescript, 'Robert Burns - a journey', containing a 
'post production script' of 'Robert Burns - a journey' 
by William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(18) File, 'Columns/Travel manuscripts', containing 
assorted manuscript drafts and notes of William 
McIvanney on travel, politics and other subjects. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(19) File, "Two's a crowd", containing assorted manuscript 
drafts and notes of William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(20) File, 'Identity in diversity', containing an annotated 
typescript of an article by William McIlvanney. 

 



Acc.14097 Box 4(21) Carbon copy of a typescript, 'Docherty a play', by 
William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(22) Typescript of 'Holing Out - short story',  by William 
McIlvanney; with a photocopy of the same. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(23) File, 'Night Weddings', containing manuscript drafts 
and notes of William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(24) File, 'Short Stories - Against the dark - etc', containing 
manuscript drafts and notes of William McIlvanney 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(25) Typescript of 'Reflections in a broken mirror' by 
William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(26) File, 'Voices at the Beauregard Hotel', containing 
manuscript drafts and notes of William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(27) Carbon copy typescript of 'Hall of Mirrors' by William 
McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(28) File containing manuscript drafts and notes of 
William McIlvanney for 'Chinese Whispers'; with a 
carbon copy typescript of his play, 'Duet'. 

 



Acc.14097 Box 4(29) File, 'Duet manuscript play', containing manuscript 
drafts of William McIlvanney for the play 'Duet'. 

Contains various loose-leaf manuscripts 

Acc.14097 Box 4(30) Typescript, 'Actions in generic tense - play', of a play 
by William McIlvanney. 

The typescript is accompanied by a letter from 
The Citizen's Theatre, Glasgow. 

Acc.14097 Box 4(31) Manuscript of William McIlvanney of his play 
'Harrison'. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(32) File, 'Short Plays', containing manuscript drafts of 
William McIlvanney of various short plays. 

Contains various loose-leaf manuscripts of 'On 
the sidelines', 'The couple aging within the small 
talk of marriage', 'The couple acting out a play 
constantly interrupted by the reality of their 
lives', 'Occupational hazards' and 'Girls night' 

Acc.14097 Box 4(33) File, "Chic's Night typescript play", containing two 
carbon copies of the typescript of "Chic's Night", a 
play by William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(34) File, 'Couple Plays, The Choice/(play), The Hole/(") 
Visits(")', containing manuscript drafts and 
typescripts of plays by William McIlvanney. 

 



Acc.14097 Box 4(35) File, 'The Two Drovers/ Waiting to leave, Plays,  
Descent/  Revolution/ Susie/ The Attic', containing 
manuscript drafts and typescripts of plays by William 
McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(36) File, 'Crossing Borders', containing a manuscript 
synopsis of William McIlvanney for a broadcast on Sir 
Walter Scott. 

Includes some typescripts. 

Acc.14097 Box 4(37) File containing manuscript drafts of William 
McIlvanney of songs and poems. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(38) File, 'Songs without music', containing a manuscript 
and typescripts of William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(39) File, 'The Great Gatsby - musical', containing the 
typescript of an idea for a musical adaptation of 'The 
Great Gatsby' by William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 4(40) File, 'The Great Gatsby - the musical', containing 
manuscript drafts of William McIlvanney, with some 
typescripts, of a musical adaptation of 'The Great 
Gatsby'. 

 



Acc.14097 Box 4(41) File, 'Songs', containing manuscripts of William 
McIlvanney, with some typescripts. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5 Box containing various literary manuscripts of 
William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(1) Copy of the 'The Rebel', by Albert Camus (London: 
Penguin Books, reissued 1971)', heavily annotated 
and marked by William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(2) Copy of 'The Myth of Sisyphus', by Albert Camus 
(London: Penguin Books, 1975), heavily annotated  
by William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(3) Notebook, 'English notes', of William McIlvanney. Notebook containing writings on various subjects. 

Acc.14097 Box 5(4) File, containing a program for the crime festival 
'Krimifestival Munchen 2015' sponsored by Sky, with 
a lanyard and two brass 9mm bullet casings; also 
included is another program, 'Lehmkuhl'. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(5) File, 'The Freedom Run', containing manuscripts of 
William McIlvanney. 

 



Acc.14097 Box 5(6) File, 'The Bridegroom', containing manuscripts of 
William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(7) File, 'A Fashionable Host', containing manuscripts of 
William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(8) File, 'Rafferty', containing manuscripts of William 
McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(9) Diary, 2014, of William McIlvanney; with some 
manuscript notes and letters loosely inserted. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(10) Notebook of William McIlvanney, with additional 
manuscript notes loosely inserted. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(11) John Menzies 'A4 notebook' containing notes, some 
loosely inserted, of William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(12) John Menzies 'A4 notebook' containing notes of 
William McIlvanney, with a typescript, 'The 
detective', loosely inserted. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(13) File, 'Writings - various', containing assorted 
manuscripts and typescripts of William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(14) File, 'Postcard notes', containing manuscript notes of 
William McIlvanney recorded on plain postcards and 
filecards. 

 



Acc.14097 Box 5(15) File, 'Postcard notes', containing manuscript notes of 
William McIlvanney recorded on plain postcards and 
filecards. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(16) File, 'Sammy Nelson (T.V. idea)', containing 
manuscript notes of William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(17) File, 'Dear Raymond', containing manuscript notes of 
William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(18) File, 'T.V. Ideas? Bedsit Blues etc', containing 
manuscript notes of William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(19) File, 'Personal dispatches', containing assorted 
manuscript notes and typescripts of William 
McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(20) File, 'The Jury Room', containing typescripts of 
William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(21) File, 'Notebooks; jottings', containing assorted 
notebooks of William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(22) File, 'Random notes', containing assorted manuscript 
notes of William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(23) File, 'Further random notes!', containing assorted 
manuscript notes and typescripts of William 
McIlvanney. 

 



Acc.14097 Box 5(24) File, 'Articles and notes', containing assorted 
manuscript notes and typescripts of William 
McIlvanney; with some photocopies and electro-
static prints of newspaper articles. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(25) File, 'Old fragments', containing loose-leaf 
manuscript notes, notebooks  and typescripts of 
William McIlvanney; with assorted newspaper 
cuttings. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(26) File containing a letter of 'Anne' to William 
McIlvanney, with a newspaper cutting as an 
enclosure, invoices relating to 'Lehmkuhl', a 
typescript beginning 'A Glasgow bar, full of people …' 
and a postcard with notes of McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(27) Full and unabridged CD audiobook, 'Laidlaw', by 
William McIlvanney, narrated by the author. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(28) 'Darcy' notebook containing  a manuscript  of William 
McIlvanney for 'The Attic'; with a letter of 'Bob' to 
McIlvanney loosely inserted. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(29) 'Darcy' notebook containing the manuscript of part 
of a playscript of William McIlvanney. 

 



Acc.14097 Box 5(30) 'Darcy' notebook containing a manuscript of William 
McIlvanney for 'The Attic'; with some manuscript 
notes loosely inserted. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(31) 'Darcy' notebook containing a manuscript of William 
McIlvanney for Act III of 'The Attic''; with  some 
manuscript notes loosely inserted. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(32) Notebook of William McIlvanney containing the 
playscript of 'Harrison the Great', Act III. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(33) File containing four copies of the festival program for 
'Literaturhaus Hamburg 4/2015'; with a single copy 
of the programme for the 'Ullapool Book Festival 
2014, 9-11 May'. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(34) John Smith and Son (Glasgow) Ltd. notebook, 
annotated 'Anglo-Saxon poetry', containing notes of 
William McIlvanney. 

Also includes "In Adam's Room". 

Acc.14097 Box 5(35) Copy of the 'New Edinburgh Review', Winter 1980.  

Acc.14097 Box 5(36) File containing the typescript of 'Radio Days', by 
William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(37) File containing assorted manuscripts and typescripts 
of William McIlvanney. 

 



Acc.14097 Box 5(38) Envelope, annotated 'Letters?', containing letters and 
cards, chiefly of 'Wendy', to William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 Box 5(39) Copy of the 'Scottish Review of Books', Vol. 10. 
Number 6. 2015. 

Includes an article entitled 'On Tartan Noir' in 
which William McIlvanney is discussed.  

Acc.14097 Box 5(40) File containing notebooks and loose-leaf manuscripts 
of William McIlvanney. 

 

Acc.14097 [original box labels] File containing the labels for the boxes as received by 
the National Library of Scotland. 

 

 


